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AHERN Insurance Brokerage, the Los Angeles 

County Bar Association’s preferred 

professional liability insurance broker since 

2008, is one of the largest and most 

respected full-service insurance brokers in the 

country specializing in insurance for law firms. 

AHERN is pleased to offer LACBA members 

an exclusive Professional Liability Program 

with AXA XL.

Call (800) 282-9786 to speak with an 

AHERN Professional or visit us online at 

aherninsurance.com/associations/lacba.

Be Prepared to Respond to Disasters
Disaster could strike a law firm at any time and in totally unexpected ways 
such as fire, hurricane, tornado, flood, explosion, mudslide, armed intruder 
or terrorist attack. Once it strikes, it’s too late to start planning for how to  
deal with it. Every firm should have a plan in place to protect personnel, 
records and other property. 

The first matter to address is always the safety of your staff, clients and visitors 
to your office. Some necessary components of a disaster response and 
recovery plan include: 

²   Identify the potential causes of a disaster, both natural and human.

²   Insurance coverage, including coverage for business interruption, 
extra expense, valuable papers, computer hardware and software. 

²   Designate and train an Emergency Response person or team 
responsible for having a plan in place, implementing the plan,  
and making decisions and providing leadership during an emergency. 

²   Establish a system of communications with firm attorneys, staff, 
clients and vendors.

²   Ensure the personal safety of staff and visitors to the office. 
Include procedures for evacuation. 

²   Preservation of files and records 

²   Space and facilities 

²   Post-Disaster well-being of the staff.

The entire staff should be informed of your firm’s disaster response procedures.  
One or more persons should be responsible for devising the evacuation 
plan and for educating the staff. Evacuation routes and other safety notices 
should be posted. Hold periodic fire drills. Make sure the staff knows where 
fire alarms and fire extinguishers are located, how to use them and when it is 
appropriate to use them. Assign persons to assist those that need assistance. 
Use the educational and inspection services of the local fire and police 
departments. Designate a meeting place outside the office in the event of  
an evacuation. 
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